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Foreword

Dear Reader, 

Fair Trade, like coffee, is complex, rich and fascinating. Books, academic courses and producer 
conferences have only begun to analyze the myriad ways it relates to international trade, economics, 
and sustainable agricultural policies; political systems and grassroots movements; food politics and agro-
ecology; and race, gender, cross-cultural and class politics. This comic book attempts to present only 
some of those complexities and differences in our Fair Trade movement. 

This is not the only version of Fair Trade, but it is a perspective shared by many Equal Exchange 
colleagues, allies, and partners. We believe the most promising hope for the future of small farmers, 
rural communities, sustainable eco-systems, and a healthy food system is to support small farmer 
organizations, educated and engaged consumers, and democratic social movements. By bringing 
producers and consumers closer together through greater mutual understanding and appreciation, and 
concretizing that through action, we can build and strengthen co-operative supply chains and a food 
system that serve the needs of “people not profit.” This is the defining characteristic of “authentic” Fair 
Trade.

A comic book lets us tell this story through heroes and villains, condensing events and blending 
characters. We hope it serves to pique the reader’s curiosity so she will dig deeper, ask questions, 
and ultimately make a conscious decision about where she stands in relation to small farmers, co-
operatives, and democratic movements, as well as corporations, certifying agencies, and alternative 
trade organizations. After all, it’s our time, energy, and consumer dollars that drive it all.

So sit back and enjoy a cup of Fair Trade coffee as you contemplate this comic book history of Fair Trade, 
and decide how it all fits together on your path to peace and social justice. 

For more information about Equal Exchange, our products, producer partners, and Fair Trade, go to: 
www.equalexchange.coop and www.smallfarmersbigchange.coop

Additional information about Fair Trade can also be found at: www.fairworldproject.org
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For more information on Equal Exchange, our products, 
producer partners, and Fair Trade, go to:

 
www.equalexchange.coop

www.smallfarmersbigchange.coop

Additional information on Fair Trade can be found at:  
www.fairworldproject.org


